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T have the great privilege and 
honour in presenting to the public this 
memoir on the occasion of the inaugu- 
vation of the drainage scheme of this 
municipality by the Hon’ble Sri K. 
Kamaraj, our popular Chief Minister. 


Our city can pride itself in ha- 
‘ving almost all the amenities. A con- 
prehensive water supply system has 
already come into existence and the 
prevalence of water borne diseases has 
considerably minimised. With the ad- 
vent of a full fledged drainage scheme 
‘the city will be completely rid of the 
mosquito nuisance and filariasis and 
other kindred diseases may disappear 
altogether. Kumbakonam may rank as 
one of the healthiest and best cites in 
South India, 


The problem of drainage of this 
municipality had been engaging atten- 
bion for more than half a century and 


n 

We are now having a dawn of the sehetios 
It is but natural that the public may 
be curious to know how this important] 
scheme had been hanging fire s0 long’ 
and what endeavours had been made: 
all along to fulfil this long felt 
need, It was therefore considered 
proper and necessary to release a 
memoir of this kind on this memor. 
able occasion. 


What has been narrated in this 
pooklet are all based on records. 
If there is any error, I crave the, 
indulgence of the public. I nope) 
that this memoir may be found a) 
little informing and if it wins even 
a meagre appreciation, my task will 


not be in vain. ; 
‘ 


I take this opportunity to convey 
my sincere thanks to all my friends 
who have helped me in bringing uN 
this booklet. 


Kumbakonam Vv. S$, KUNCHITHAPATHAM, 
6—10—54. Chairman, 


Muntoipal Counetl. 
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14. 


1b. 


16, 
Ve 


lv 


NAMUS OF VICE CLILIAIRMEN, 


sao digestins 
Name, mae 
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5 ,, O.N. Subramania Ayyar ‘i 
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24 Sri G. Sivasubramania Pillai 


25 
26 
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29 
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Petha. R. Radhakrishna Ayyar 
S. Rm. K. Krishnamachari 

A. R. Radhakrishna Ayyar 

G,. Srinivasan 

P. Vy. A. Govindasami Ayyar 
S. Radhakrishna Mudaliar 

S. Govindan 


M. C.S. Rathnasabapathy 
Chettiar, B a. 





MESSAGES 


His Exoellency 
Shri Sri Prakasa, 
Governor of Madras, 


I amhappy to know that our Chief Minister 
Shri Kamaraj, Nadar would inaugurate the drainage 
soheme of the Knmbakonam municipality on the 6th 
Cotober 1954, and that a Souvenir will be issued to 
mark this occasion. 


I send my warm felicitations to the Kumba- 
konam Municipal Council on the success of its efforts to 
get the scheme sanctioned in fulfilment of a long-felt 
need. In fact the Municipal Counci} in its civic address to 
me on 28th Ootober 1953, referred to the sanction given 
by the Government to the whole scheme. I understand 
that only the first stage will be taken up ata cost of 
Rs. 18.7 lakhs, and that half the cast will be borne, by 
Government, 


: A proper and adequate system of drainage is 
assential for every town for the insurance ofits health 
and safety, and I feel certain that the oitizens of Kumba- 
konam would avail themselves ,of this most essential 
amenity, and co-operate in keeping it safe from harm, 
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His Exnellancy 
Sri Kumaraswami Raja, 
Governor, Orisa, 


I send my best wishes on the occasion of the! 
inauguration of the Drainage Scheme of the Kumbakonan| 
Municipality by my friend, fhe Hon'ble Chief Minister} 
of Madras Government, Sri Kamaraj. Iam glad that; 
this famous educational and Pilgrim centre of Ktimba, 
konam is at last having a drainage scheme. Many such! 
schemes are riow executed as a part of the developmental 
programme under the Five Year Plan and I songratulate 
the citizens of Kumbakonam on their reaching so impor 
tant a milestone in their history. I am sure that the 
drainage scheme would tone up the health of the town! 
and I congratulate the Municipal Council on this thelr 
latest achievement and wish them many more years of 
fruitful endeavour in the cause of the givic,improvement, 


& oe & 
His Excellency 
Shri K, Santhanam, 
Lieutenant Governor, 
VINDHYA PRADESH. 


Shs K. Santhanam, Lieutenant Governor, Vindhya 
Pradesh thanks the Chairman, Vige Chairman and the 
Councillors of Kumbakonam Muntoipality for their kind 
invitation to the inauguration of the Drainage saheme of 
Kumbakonam Municipality on Wednesday, the 6th 
October 1954, and sends hie good wishes for the sugceag 
of the function. 


S ¢ 8 


The Hon'ble 

Sri O. V. Alagesan, 

Deputy Minister for Railways & 
Transport, Government of India. 


Sx O.V. Alagesén, Deputy Minister for Railways 
& Transport, thanks the Chairman, Munioipal Covnoll, 
Kumbakonam, for his kind invitation to the inauguration 
ofthe Drainage Scheme of the Munidipality' by Si 
K. Kamaraj, Chief Minister, Madrag, on the 6th Oatober 
1954. He wishes the function success. 


8 oo ry 
Sri C, Rajagopalachariar, 
Madras. 


I am glad the Chief Minister is inaygurating 
the Kumbakonam drainage work early next month. 
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The Hon’ble : 
Sri K, Kamataj, 
Chief Minister of Madras. 


T am glad that the Kumbakoaam Muntolpal Coun- 
ailis underteking a comprehensive drainage scheme, 
Drainage sahemes have become very necessary for the 
people in these modern days, The provision of drainage 
will go a longway in improving the civic amenities of 
the psople. 


I wish the scheme every success. + 


&% ov oo 


The Hon'ble 
Sri, M. Bakthavatsalam, 


Minister for Agriculture. 


I am glad to hear from you that the Drainage 
Scheme which is badly and urgently needed for this 
wemier town of yours is to be inaugurated by our Chief 
Ainister during the ensuing Gandhi Jayanthi celebra- 
tions. I offer to you and your Municipality my warmest 
felicitations and wish the function every success, 
Ld 49 a 

The Hon’ble 
Sri C, Subramaniam, 

Minister for Finance and Education. t 


I am glad to learn that the Chief Minister is 
inaugurating the Drainage Scheme of your town on the 
6th October. Itis the endeavour of the Government 
now to provide drinking water facilites and drainage 
facilities for all the towns in our State. Iam glad that 
Kumbakonam is making a beginning in that direction. 
T hope with the cooperaton of the public and the autho- 
Titles concerned this will be completed at an early date. 

& & % 
The Hon'ble 
Sri A. B. Shetty, 
Minister for Heal th. 


I am glad our Chief Minister will inaugurate 
your drainage scheme. 1 hope the work will ba comple- 
ted according to schedule and make your town a 
healthy place to live in. 

& ob o 
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The Hon'ble 

Raja Sri Shanmuga 
| Rajeswara Sethupathy, 

3 pathy 
| Minister for Public Works. 
} 
| 
t 
{ 


I am glad to send you a message for incorpora: 
tion in the souvenir containing the history of the 
drainage scheme for Kumbakonam Municipality, Itis 
tndeed remarkable that the public of Kumbakonam 
have been waiting patiently for a long time and 
the Municipality has been striving for the last 50 
years to provide this much needed civic amenity. 
Kumbakonam town is one of the important places in the 
South and the lack of amenities is a matter for regret ta 
the aldermen and hardship tothe residents. The pro. 
vision of drainage is an important landmark in the 
history of the town. I congratulate you, the Counoi lloras 
and the band of officers who have endeavoured to push 
through the scheme, and .wish the undertaking all 
success and Godspeed. 


0 9 
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Tho Hon'ble 
Sri M. A. Manickavelu Naicker, 


Minister for Revenue, 


Your kina letter of the 2ist, Tam glad acom- 
prehensive drainage scheme has been sanctioned for 
your Muntetpality which has been long overdue. Jam 
further glad that the Chief Minister has agreed to inau- 
gurate on October 6th. I wish the funotion every 
sudoess, 


[ 
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Sri L. S. Karayalar, 
President, Tamil Nad Congress Corithittes,- _Madtas.! 





A Comprehensive drainage system for a ‘madeen 
Municipality like Kumbakonam 1s of course a desidd. 
ratum.. Iam glad.that the scheme is to,be inaugurated 
by no.less a person than the Chiet Minister of our State, 
Whatever ‘the Chief minister touches he ‘adorns and J am 

sure.that with your efforts and his blessings the soheme. 
will ere long bea fait accompli. 


ut ° D wishithe funbtion “stecdss and: Lam ‘pure the: 
scheme will relieve: thé” hardships undergone | by: ‘thé 
repidente of your ‘Munteipality. 
8 # eo or ae) oF “Sai 
Dr, C, P, Ramaswami ‘Aiyar, 
Vice. C ancellor, Beneras Hindu 
University, ‘Banaras—5._ : ae 
feral have received your letter of the 25th Sep! ‘om 
ber 1954, Tam glad to learn that the Drainage Scheme 
of the Kumbakonam Municipality will be inaugurated iby. 
the Chief Minister of Madrag. It is easential, especially 
for a place like Kumbakonam. to. have such amenities ; 
provided ‘for it and Iwish the scheme and the inaberarét 
tion all ,succesa. = -* VHS oudanes ; eH 
& % oe: 
Sri N, Padmanabha Ayyar, 
Chief Engineer to the Government of Madras ‘Iprigation): 









I thank ‘your municipal! ty for'the ‘kind invita 
tion ito be'present ‘for the ‘inauguration: of the: drainage 
aoheme of the Municipality on the 6th Ootober,. -1954; 
While regretting my inability to attend the funotion due: 
to other prewccupations, | wish the function all success. 








Sri Adi Kumbeswaraswami Temple. 
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EARLY HISTORY 


AND 


Importance of Kumbakonam. 
eee 


Great towns and civilisations have flourished on 
the banks of the rivers and shores of the seas. 
Situated on the banks of the river Cauvery and with 
the river Avasalar flowing by, Kumbakonam has had 
a glorious past and has grown tobe an important 
town. The place is typical of the deltaic region and 
its vicinage is interspersed with rich paddy fields, 
cocoanut and plaintain gardens and other arable lands. 
The scenic situation, the environments of the two 
rivers, the renowned temples and the sacred Maha- 
makham tank provided admirable themes for carly 
tamil literature in prose and poetry which immorta- 
lisod this place. 


Reference to classical tamil literature as well a: 
the early epigraphs indicate that ‘Kudanthai’ wa 
the original name of Kumbakonam. But the nam 
‘Kudamooku’ often expressed in its honorfic form am 
‘Thirukudamooku’ occurs in many carly opigraphs 
Kumbakonam, the modern name is a corruption o. 
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the Sanskrit term ‘Kumbhagonam’ which moans the 
beak of a jar. The name is said to havo « logendary 
origin. It would appear that the placo corived its 
old name after the temple of the prosiding Deity Sri 
Adi Kumbeswaraswami. The temple has beon roforred 
to as ‘Kudamooku’? in the Thevarams relating to tho 
place sung in praise of this Deity by the groal Sri 
Gnanasambandamoorthy Swamigal who lived in the 
sixth century A. D. 


The town has been of considerable political and 
religious importance from early times. A reference to , 
‘ Ahananury’, No. 60, lines 18 to 15 indicatos that a ; 
well guarded treasury flourished in Kudanthai, Tt is « 
also learnt that Kudanthai became the capital of tha | 
Cholas in the seventh contury A. D., somotimo after 
the destruction of Orayur. 1t was practically tho most | 

rominent and important of the towns of tho Chola 
{ingdom even prior to the advont of the Imperial 
Cholas of the ‘Vijayalaya’ line. Tho Vamil Prabandhas 
of the eighth contury A. D. singing the glory of Sui 
Sarangapaniswami would revoal the antiquity of Sri 
Sarangapaniswami Tomplo. ‘Tho Nagoswarar Lomple 
in Kumbakonam has beon in existonco prior to bhe 
eighth coniury itself. ho Pallavas too appear to havo 
made o bid for supremacy over Kumbakonam. olla 
tinda Nandi as woll as Mripaduge Varma olaim mill 
tary triumphs in this locality. Mripaduge Varma won 
his victory over the Pandyas on the banks of the 
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river ‘Arisil' which was obviously none other than 
the rivor Arasalar having its head sluice at Kapi- 
sthalam flowing by Kumbakonam. 


The Tanjore Kings used this placo as resorts and 
the Palace Garden indicates that the members of the 
Royal family used to stay here for purposes of wor- 
ship. Tho numbor of temples ancient in origin attach 
a religious importance to the town. This place is also 
tho soat of the Kanchi Kamakoti Mutt and the head- 
quarters of His Holiness Jagathguru bri Sankara-~ 
charya Swamigal. ‘Tho branches of other Saiva, 
Madhva and Vaishnavite Mutts havo also been in exis- 
tence fora numbor of centuries. The Alwars and 
Nainmars of repute have sung in glory and praise of 
the Deities of tho several temples. The great Maha~ 
mokham festival is celcbrated once in twelve years 
attracting millions of pilgiims from all parts of India 
and the Mahamakham tank is an ancient religious 
symbol of purification of sins. Thero are also the 
centuries old important Saiva Mutts, the Thiruva- 
vaduthurai Adheonam and the Thirupanandal Kani 
Mutt in the vicinity of this place and thoy have been 
propagating Saivism and Saiva literature. 


Various cottage industries had thoir origin in this 
town though due to machine age, many of thom had 
now ceased to exist, But some still survive. The 
finest variety of cloths in handloom was produced here 
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from early days. Tho bronze coasting industry hes boon 
flourishing and contributing to art. Tho manufacture 
of brass and tin vessels is still going ons Kumba« 
konam is still notod for its silverware and golden 
jewellery. Commercially also, this place has its own 
importance. 


This town can pride itsclf as being educationally 
important also. In this provineo, whon the then 
Government started a scheme for oxpansion of educa~ 
tion next to Madras, Sir Henry Pottinger, the then 
Governor, started a provincial school in Kumbakonam 
in the year 1854, housed in a building lent by tho Rani 
of Tanjore. It later devoloped itaclfinto the Govorn- 
ment College which is celobrating its contenary thig 
week. A host of ominont men havo emorgod out of 
this institution. Professor Ramanujam, the world 
famous Mathematician whose voice still rings in the 
University of Cambridge was born in this place and 
hailed from this college. The tall statesman and silver 
tongued orator, Rt. Won’bie V.8. Srinivasa Sastri had 
his educational career hore. Tho intollootual stalwartg 
produced by this college and tho distinguished alumni 
which it can claim have contributed much towards 
shaping the destinios not only of this Province but 
algo of India. This Colloge owed its name and offic 
enoy to the two distinguished cduoationists, W. A. 
Portor and T. Gopala Rao. The Town Fall of Kumba- 
kondm has been namod after the former and still pre- 
serves his name. The English public library adjoining 
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it is named after the Jatter and it prepetuntes his 
momory. Thero are also a number of high schools in 
Kumbakonam and two of them, the Native High 
School established by Rao Bahadur §. Appu Sastri 
and the Town High School set up by a Committee 
have been oldest ones and contributed in no small 
measure towards the oruse of education from the 
oarliest days. 


By virtue of its situation on the banks of the 
river and having an eminent first grade collegs of such 
high reputation this place was called the ‘Cambridge 
of Southern India.’ His Excellency, Shri Sri Prakasa, 
the Governor of Madras replying to the civic address 
' presented to him by the Municipal Council on 
, 28—10—1968 chose to christen this place as the 
' Benares of tho South, 


( 


he History of the Municipality. 





The neod for a public statutory body to yonder: 
sivic administration in the Province was onvisaged by 
the Government in the year, 1864 by ah onactment., 
The Kumbakonam Municipality has boon funstioning' 
sice October, 1866 as seen from the rocords available.’ 
At that time, it was dosignated as a body of Municipal 
Commissioners. From 1—d—1885, thoy were dosig- 
nated as Municipal Councillors consequont on tho in| 
troduction of the Madras Act of 1864, Tho strongth, 
of the earliest Municipal Board was as low as £2. Ast 
vears rolled on and as logislations promulgated vari! 

s statutes, the strength increased to 24 at ono Abago; 
d it is now 82. ' 

The administration was carried on by siowitainyed| 
Presidents or Chairmen (as they wore later called): 
till the year, 1886 when the Ohaiyman was olocted: 
consequent on the introduotion of the Act of 1k84, 
Tho administration had boen under elected Chairmen} 
till the year, 1905 when the Council was suporcoded | 
by Government. The administration had boon Tookedt 
after by a special officer appointed by thom. Tho 
council was restored from 1—4—1006. Bul tho 
Revenue Divisional Officor wos the Tx-Officio 
Chairman till 1909 when a non official Chairmen’ 


7 


was nominated by Government. It was only in the year 
1919 the aouncil had had again the privilege of clect- 
ing its own chairman. Till the year 1988, the Chairman 
was invested with administrative as well as oxecutive 
functions. But from that year an excoutive authority 
called ‘municipal commissioner’ came to be appointed. 
The Chairman has only to convene and preside at 
meetings of the council and committees and to define 
the policy of the administration through the council. 
Correspondence from and to the Government and 
Heads of Departments pass through him. Executive 
administration vests with the Commissioner. 


The Municipality has been a progressive one. It 
has grown in population and income. The Munici- 
pality has been catering to the civic needs of the town 
to the maximum extent possible with the funds avail- 
lable. It is now ao First Grade Municipality. The 
population as per census of 1961 is 91,686. The normal 
income is about Ra. Ten lakhs, 





History of the Drainage Scheme. 





With: all-its importance, tho publio health ‘of 
Kumbakonain has ‘been most unsatisfactory. Kumba. 
konam was once mich noted for its mosquitos: and 
mosquito nuisance. Tho late’ Dowan Bahadur V. K, 
Ramanujachariarn (who. had-beon.achairman of thig 
municipality fromthe year 1912 to 1918) as Chairman 
of the Reception Committee of tho Madras Provincial 
Political Conference held here in the year 1910, obser. 
ved. humorously in welcoming tho delegates, that 
Kumbakonam was proverbial for its mosquitoes and 
that the delegates would have brought with them 
mosquito curtains, The people in fact, could nat have 
even @ wink of sleep at nights. Suoh was tho intolers 

ble nuisanco. Filariasis of various kinds was prevalent; 

here had-been frequent visitations of oholora ‘and 

nall pox in epidemic form. - Besides, other discasce 
prevailed off and on in a sporadio form, In spite of 
anti-moaquito moasures,; mosquito nuisanvo still por 
slats. 


The unsatisfactory condition of the health of the 
town was duo to lack of the two essential neods (ie)-a' 
comprehensive protected water supply soheme anda 
comprehensive system of drainago. ‘Tho wator supply 
scheme has become ina way, an accomplished’ fact 








Sri V.S. Kunchithapatham Chettiar, Sri Selva G. Sarangapani Cheitiar, 
Chairman. Vice-Chairman. 
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and the public of the town are now having the benefits 
of a good and copious protected water supply. The 
drainage scheme is a dire need and has to be fulfilled. 


The endeavour of this mnniocipality to bring about 
both theso schemes is about half a century old and 
was chequered at every stage. The endeavour of 
Bagiratha to bring the Ganga down to the earth may 
be nothing compared with the Herculean effort on the 
part of the municipality undertaken in regard to these 
schemes. The drainage scheme has still to become 
an accomplished one. 


The need for a drainage scheme for this munici- 
pality was felt long ago even from the beginning of 
this century. Eve since the inception of this munici- 
pality, the stagnation in the water logged areas in 
Solayappa Street, Sowrashtra block, the Dabir block 
and other central parts of the Lown had been a source 
of recurring nuisance. Small schemes such as con- 
struction of piecemeal drains, formation of sewage 
farm, opening of conservancy lanes ete were carried 
out from time to Lime for relieving the stagnation in 
the water logged areas, as far as funds could permit. 


Boing in a deltaic area and situated between the 
two rivers, the Cauvery and the Arasalar and the 
level of tho town being low, the problem of drainage 
was a difficult one and a comprehensive scheme of 
drainage was felt tobe the only imperative need. 
When A. BR. Bannerji Esq., I. C. &., Sub Collector was 
the Ex-Officio Chairman of the Munioipality, the 
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Government on his recommendation, convinced of the 
need for a comprehensive schemo, advised the munioi- 
pal Council in the year 1906 to lovy a water and 
drainage tax of 2 per cent per annum on the annual 
value of buildings from 1-4-1907 to provido funds for 
the drainage scheme. As the council hesitated to levy 
the tax, tho Government in their order No. 1768 M 
dated 8-LO-1906 confirmed the orders in G. 0. No, 
875 M dated 8-5-1906 and directed tho levy of the 
tax from 1-4-1907, Accordingly a wator and Drain. 
tax was leviod from that date. 


After Rao Bahadur N. Krishnaswamy Ayyangar, 
B.A. B. L., assumed charge as chairman of the Munt- 
oipality in 1909, he suggestod the need for tho propara- 
tion of a drainage scheme for tho town. Government 
in G. O. No. 244 M dated 18-2-1011 sanctioned tho 
investigation of a prelimirary scheme for drainage, 
The investigation of the scheme was included in the 
list of drainage Schomes for the province in CG. O. No, 
982 M. dated 14-6-1911, 


The investigation by the Govoernmont mado in 
tho year 1911 which ondod in a report disclosed that 
the oponing of sanitary lanes was a pre-requisite for 
the introduction of the drainage schome. Tho Govorn 
ment, in their Order G.O. No. 466 M datod 21-9-1918, 
sanctioned a scheme for acquisition of land for 
opening sanitary lanes to a length of 85 milos at 4 
cost of Rs, 4,44,860, half the cost of the schomo being 
borne by the Government. It was to the eredit of the 

i 
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zealous J. R. Thoraisingam, the then Deputy Sanitary 
Engineer who prepared the scheme which paved the 
way for a full fledged drainage scheme later on. The 
then Chairman, Dewan Bahadur V. K. Ramanujacha- 
viar, B.A. contributed not a little in the matter of 
acquisition of land and for implementing tho further 
ateps. 


It was the privilege of the first elected Chairman, 
the late Rao Bahadur M. CO. N. Muthukumara Chettiar 
to push on with the acquisition and complete the same 
in respect of wards 6 and 6 and to have some lanes 
acquired in other wards during his regime. Along 
with the opening of these new sanitary lanes, masonry 
drains were constructed where necessary and possible 
and cutcha drains were dug in others and 
temporary relief afforded. A situation arose by 
which the then Chairman was forced to preoccupy 
himself with the question of imparting free 
elementary education under the Elementary Education 
Act of 1920. An cducation tax had therefore to be 
imposed and the municipality was the first in the 
Province to introduce free and compulsory clementary 
education from September, 1922 and the credit of this 
goos to the late Rao Bahadur M. 0, N Muthukumara 
Chettiar. Naturally in dealing with this problem, the 
drainago scheme was given a go by and left unsolved. 


The late Rao Bahadur N. Thiruvengadatha 
Ayyangar, B. A, B. L., ocoupied the office of the 
Chairman of the council from November, 1927. He 
impressed upon the Governmont that the sanitary 
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lanes which had been opened had bocome insanitary 
and that unless Government cowkl open a system of 
open drains, the town would bo hard hit by cisoagos, 
The Madras Government, in their Order (G. 0, 
No. 2247, P. H. dated 26—-10-—1028 statod that 
unless all the lanes wore opened in the town, thoy 
would not consider about the introduction of the 
drainage scheme. By about the yenr, 1930, in deference 
to this order all tho lanes were acquired and opened, 
The yoar 1981 marks tho initial preparabory stago for 
the intioduction of the drainage scheme, ‘Tho then 
Sanitary Engincer to Govornmont in olfico sont up a 
comprehensive report on the drainage schome indioat- 
ing that an open drainage schemo would cost Ra. 144 
lakhs for installation and Rs, 24,00/- for annual 
maintenance while an underground systom would coat 
Rs. 20 lakhs for installation and Rs. 24,000/- for 
maintenance. The Government in thelr Memorandum 
No. 51486-1-l2, P. IL., dated 8—1~—1982, roquired 
the council to express its opinion on the question whe- 
ther it perferred an opon system of drainage or an 
underground system. The counoil resolved on 
20—6—82 to have opon drains and it senotioned a 

, sum of Rs, 8 000/- for the cost of tho investigation, 

§ The investigation of the koy schome was thon taken 

up by the Governmont. A special Supervisor was 
appointed to take up lovels in Septombor, 1082 and 
the work was completed in 1088, 


It was then the lot of late Dr. M. IK. Sambasivam 
ML, B. B.S, who served as Chairman of the Municipality: 
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from 1084 to 1936 to implement the furtherance of 
these schemes and to erradicate the mosquito nuisance. 
This was the first municipality to intioduce ailtemos- 
quito measures in the Province. As aresult of his pres- 
sure upon the Government, a report on tho key scheme 
was finally submitted to the Government by the Sani- 
tary Engineer, on 18—-5—1985. The then Deputy 
Sanitary Engineer, Sri A. V. Raman and the Sanitary 
Engineer, Sri G. V. Rao were responsible for complet- 
ing the key scheme. 


A passing reference to the details of the schemes 
would be interesting. The scheme related to an ox- 
tent of 3.26 square miles to serve a population of 
70,000 and it was proposed to have 90 miles of open 
dvains, 7} miles of intercepting sewers, 70 acros of 
sewage farm and a septic tank of 12 hours capacity 
and included improvements to storm water channels, 
to raise level, sectioning sanitary lanes and acquire 
somo more lanes not included in the origital estimate. 
The scheme was estimated at Rs. 17.6 lakhs for ins- 
tallation and Rs. 21,000/- for maintenance. Not con- 
tent with drainage alone, the then Chairman Dr. M K. 
Sambasivam insisted on the Government for the early 
inauguration of the wator supply scheme also, On 
10---l—-1986, the Government, in their Memorandum 
No. 26807-2-E2, P. H., stated that the water supply 
scheme would cost Rs. 18 lakhs and the drainago 
scheme Res. 17.5 lakhs and required the counsil to 
state whether an additional water and drainage tax 
of 74% would be levied. The Ghairman commended tho 
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proposal of additional taxation to the council in ordor | 
to finance both the schemes. As tho public were! 
generally against onhancemont of rates, tho council 
appointed a committco consisting of councillors and! 
non councillors to oxamine the position. The zoulons 
chairman took great pains to canvass public opinion! 
in favour of the schomeo and enhancoment of tax and: 
placed o note with the yrecommondation of the 
Committee. The Vice Chairman, Sri 0. L. Aravamudha 
Ayyangar, Be A.B. I», prepared a supplomental note 
suggesting the abolition of education tax and increase 
the rate of water and drainage tax. The coundl 
agreed by its resolution dated 9—3I—1086 to inoroase 
the rate of water and drainage tax by $49, and to 
divert the education tax of 24% and levy it as water 
and dyainago tax andjthus increase the water and draia 
nage tax by 6 percent. Tho council endeavoured to 
implement the said resolution by waiting on deputation 
on the Hon’ble Raja of Bobbili, the then Ohiof Minister, 
but nothing fruitful turned out. 


Meanwhile, the council lost Dr. M. K. Sambasivam 
by his premature and suddon domiso. Sri K. Rm 
Singaram Chettiar succeeded him, The Government 
aftor examining the financial position of the council 

vied in their Memorandam No, 11286-H2 DP, It, 
ted 2—10-—-1936, that the council should inorease 
che general tax by 23% and the water and drainage 
tax by 5% from 1—4-—1987 onwards if it desired to 
finance the above schemes. On a furthor representa- 
tion, the Government, in theix Ordor No, Ms. 1278, 
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Education & Public Health, dated 29—5—1937 said 
that further investigation of the water supply and the 
clrainage schemes would be taken up only when the 
council was prepared to levy water and drainage tax 
to the extent indicated. 


The financial implications were examined by the 
thon Deputy Inspector of Municipal Councils and Local 
Boards also and a report was submitted by him to 
Government. The Government in passing orders on 
the budget of the municipality for 1987-38 in G. 0. 
No, Ms. 4749, L. A., dated 28-—-12—19387 comunicated 
a copy of the report and advised the council that it 
would be in a position to finance both the schemes if 
it would enhance the rate of general property tax by 
13% and the water and drainage tax by 43%. The 
Chairman explained the position by a detailed note 
and recommended the enhancement of the rates as 
suggested by Government. The Vice Chairman, Sri 
GO. L. Aravamudha Ayyangar, B. A.B. L., supported 
the suggestion by a supplemental note. This time 
also, public opinion was gathered in favour of the 
enhancement of the rates of tax. By resolution No. 
643 dated 20—1—1988 the rates of general property 
tax wero increased by 1} per cent and water and 
drainage tax by 44% with effect from 1—4—1938 and 
confirmed later by another resolution No. 764 dated 
153-88, 

On a report of the Chief Engineer to Government, 
the Government advised in G.O. No. Ms, 2878, Edn. 
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& P. i, dated 16—7—1988, that for a flat town iy 
Kumbakonam, an underground sewerage system wal 
proferable to open drains and further stated that thf 
cost was estimated at Rs. 22,1 lakhs. The cound 
immediately agreed to prefer the underground syaton, 
Por a year there had been no progress. The Govorn 
ment, however, in thoir Order No. 8828, P. IL, dated 
20—10—1939, accopted the proposal of the Ohiof 
Enginoor and the Suporintonding Enginoor, Publis 
“Yealth, that the Kumbakonam Dr ainoge Scheme 
aight bo assigned the second place in tho priority; 
ist of schemes of the Province after tho complotion 
f the water supply scheme. 


Tho year 1989 brought achango. The second 
world war broke out. All important svhomes had to 
be postponed for the duration of the war. There was 
dearth of materials and no implementation of the 
schemes was possible. The Mahamakham festival 
was to come off in tho yoar 1945 and the counsil could} 
not be allent though the war had not terminated, 
The council availed itself of the visit to this place of 
the then Governor, lis Uxcellonoy Sir Arthur ITope on 
29—11—1943. An addross of weleome was prosonted 
and a memorandum was submitted to the Govornot| 
and the immediate need for protected water supply’ 

‘as urged. It waa followed by another memorandan| 
xsented to Sir Thomas Austin, tho then Advisor to 
2 Government of Madras on 7—2—~—104d, A 
uporary advance scheme of water supply was 
dered as to fit in with the regular scheme to b 


! 
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introduced Inter. Protected water supply was made 
available from Valayapettai Water works for the 
residents and the pilgrims during the Mahamakham 
festival of 1945. The coandil cannot but thank Sir 
Thomas Austin, the then Advisor for the extraodinary 
finterest evinced by him in this behalf. By the efforts 
of Dr, M. V. Thiagaraja Ayyar, M.B. B.S, who was 
then the Chairman, this temporary advance water 
supply scheme was initiated which later developed 
into a full fedged schema. 


Sir Thomas Austin opened the Sivaswami Odayar 
Water Works in Ilope Nagar, Valayapettai on 
12—11—1945. In his reply to the civic address pres- 
ented to him in that connection, he stated as follows:- 


“Drainage is;almost .as important as prateoted 
Water Supply from the point of view of publia 
health. I know,that filariasis is badsin Kumba- 
jkonam. Many other towns are wo1se. Yesterday 
iT was in Chidambaram where the doctor told:me 
that every other person,in the,town is suffering 
from filariasis in some.form or other. Something 
thas beon done in Kumbakonani'by way of prelimi- 
nary work for opening up sanitary lenos and 
jabout a lakh has been spent. -But the main 
drainage schemeimust take its turn in'the priority 
list where it comes high yp and it will, if all goes 
swell, be taken up,in the ,second Five Year .Pro- 
;gramme of our Post-War,Plan”. 

By order G. O..Ma, No. 1081, P. H., dated 1~4—1947 

‘the drainage scheme for this municipality was assigned 
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the second placo in the priority list for the exocution 
of drainage schemes of this Province. 


The first stage of the drainage soheme way 
taken up for considoration by the Govornmont and 
in Memorandum No. 48226-—W2—-51—5 dato) 
28-12-51 the Governmont ascertained the viows of 
the council as to how it proposed to finance the 
drainage scheme for Block V of this municipality; 
This Block V is comprised within the four boundarios; 
the Big Bazaar Street on the West, the Tanjore) 
Thiruvadamarudur Road on the South, the Municipal 
Office and Jail Road on the Hast and tho river 
Cauvery on the North. The council, as usual, way 
ready propared for the schemo and by resolution 
No. 498 dated 24--3—52, requested the Government 
to sanotion half the cost as grant and tho other half 
as a loan to meet its quota. The Government agnit 
asked the council whether it would be agroeable ti 
enhance the water a drainage tax from 6 to 9 pot 
cent to finance the loan of Rs. 9.86 lakhs. Tho they 
Counoil with its Chairman Sri M. C. 8. [Rathnasaby 
pathi Chettiar, B. A., agrecd by resolution dated 
28—6—b2 to reduce the general rate of tax by 2 py 
cent, increase the water and drainage tax by 1 pep 
cent and thus inorease the total wator and drainagt 
tax by 8 per cent. The chairman started correspon 
dence with the Government and also proceeded 4 
Madras on several ocoasions and impressed upon tf 
authorities concerned to have the schemo initiaty 
before November 1952. Meanwhile, the queation ¢ 
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the normal budget had to be tackled by the council. 
By resolution No. 859 dated 29--9—52, the council 
decided to avoid a deficit in its budget by reducing 
the contribution from the general account to the 
elementary education account. advocating abolition 
of cortain uneconomic schools and retrenchment of 
teachers and increasing the rate of feeson D & O 
trades. Both the Public Health and Education 
Departments of the Government were examining this 
question. 


Meanwhile, the present council was constituted on 
1—11—1962. Sri V. 8. Kunchithapatham Chettiar, 
Chairman of tho present council’ placed a note before 
the council on 4-——8—1953 suggesting a deputation. 
The Council appointed the Chairman, the Vice 
Chairman, Sri M. C. S. Rathnasabapathi Chettiar, 
Sri C. L. Arayamudha Ayyangar, Dr. C.§. Ramanatha 
Ayyar, Sri A. K. Pakkiri Pathar and Sri Ismath 
Batcha as members of the deputation to wait on the 
Government. The Government, howover, in their 
order dated 20--3—63, said that no deputation was 
necessary at that stage. Despite this order, the 
Chairman, Sri Ismath Batcha, Dr. 0. 8. Ramanatha 
Ayyar and the then Municipal Commissioner proceeded 
to Madras and urged for the early introduction of the 
scheme A conflict between education and drainage 
arose at this stage. The Government felf that the 
suggestion to abolish certain uneconomic clementary 
schools by the council was unwarranted and that it 
offended the provisions of the Indian Constitution 
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and that the edunoil might as woll do away with thy 
High School, Tho Government also passod fing 
orders in Momorandum No. 48225 ~61~W2~-25 
dated 28—4—58 stating that the clomontary school 
should not be abolished. Tho Council had to faco 4 
new situation, Thoro was considerable protest fron 
the public that no clomentary sehdol should bd 
abolished and that the High School also should xin 
On a detailed note placed by the Chairman, thé 
Council by resolution No. 69 dated 20—5—53 solved 
the question by stopping somo of the capital works 
and by increasing the rate of school fooa in the High} 
School and pooling other funds, balancod its budge 
and résolved not td abolish any of tho olemontan 
schools and not to retrench teachors as proposed by 
the previous council. The council was able to baland 
its budget retaining both tho clomentary schools and 
the High School and to finance the drainago sehen 
for thé municipality. The council took the opporty 
nity of the visit of tholon’ble Sri C. Subraminiaty 
Minister for Finance on 12—6—1988, and moved fo 
early ordors for starting tho schomothrough a alvi 
address presented to him. Ie roplied that orders had 
bacn:passed and stops would be taken to expedite th 
intiation of the scheme. 
























Tho Government finally in G.O. No. Ms. 2819, 
alth, dated 178-58, sanctioned the detailed pluns 
lestimates for Rs, 18,70 lakhs agrooing to gave d 
f gtant of Rs. 9.85 lakhs and suggosting [6 

ae council to raise a loan of Ra. 9.35 Iakhd in th 
| 
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open market {rom the residents of the municipal aren. 
The Government had further stated that if the council 
failed in its attempt to raise a loan, they would 
consider the question of the Government themselves 
giving a Joan to the municipality. 


As local bodies in general were seldom allowed 
hitherto to raise loans in the open market, the detaily 
of procedure to be followed had to be asertained in the 
first instance. It was only the Madras Corporation 
which had been raising loans in the open market for 
financing its schemes. Details had to be gathered. 
from the Madras Corporation and the Government. 
The question of issuing instrugtions was under consi« 
deration of the Government. The Chairman, in the 
meanwhile, requested the Covernment to grant a loan 
of Rs. 9.85 lakhs towards its share of the cost out of 
the oversubscribed loan floated by the State Govern: 
mont. The Government in their Order No. Ms. 8068, 
Health dated 17—-8—58 informed the chairman that 
his request would not be complied with but furnished 
thé nature of the terms under which a loan could be 
vaised. In its resolution No. 267 dated 18—9—Bb3, 
and resolution No. 448 dated 11—2—654, the council 
agreed to the terms (ie) to pay intrest on the loan at 
414, per annum and fix the issue price of the 

- debenture at Rs. 99—8—0 per cont and open a 
_ sinking fund for the repayment of the loan. An 
application was submitted to Government embodying 
the terms and it was approved and published in the 
Fort St George Gazette as per orders issued in G. 0. 
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No. 558, Education and Local Administration dated 
10—8—64 and objections wore called for. No objoa 
tion having beon recoived, the application of tho 
council to raise the loan of Rs. 4.85 lukhs was sane 
tioned by Government in G. O. Ms. 1118, 2. H., dated; 
98—4—1964, 





In the meanwhile, the Governmont wero ploasod | 
in their Order No. Ms, 584, P. H., dated 12.854, | 
‘o sanction a temporary advance of rupecs 38 lakhs! 

th a view to enable the Sanitary Inginoering Do | 
riment to take up the exccution of the work with: 
t losing tho working season in 1954-55 Tho Sanitary’ 
-ngineer was requested with reference to tho orders 
of the Government to take carly action to atart the 
work, ‘ 


Even before the final ordors sanctioning tho 
application for floating the debenture was received, and. 
as soon as the preliminary notification was made tho 
Chairman addressed tho various local banks and a Sow 
share brokers at Madras and roquested thom to state 
whether they would be willing to subsoribe to tho loau 
and if so to what extent. They wanted o clarification 
of certain points (ic) whother the loan is an approved) 
trust security and whether the loan sould not be} 
subscribed by those who reside, outside tho munivi+ 
ality. These are important points which have go} 

‘ye clarified. Then only the raising of the loan cay 
xpeoted to be successful and banks and insurancy 
panies could participate in the loan. When the 

auncil was appraised of these difficulties i¢ authoxised 
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the Commiasionex, the Chairman and Sri C. L. Arava- 
mudha Ayyangar to go to Madras and have these clari- 
fied. The Commissioner, Sri M.C. Daniel wont Madras in 
the first instance consulted the officers of the Madras 
Corporation and the Government and obtained some 
particulars and the necessary forms required for rais- 
ing the loan. It was found that Mangalore Municipa- 
lity which was permitted to raise a loan for its water 
supply soheme on the same terms as our munioipaiity 
was permitted to raise loan outside the municipality 
and the Government gave also guarantee for the re- 
payment of the loan and interest. The Chairman re- 
quested the Chairman of the Mangalore Municipality 
to furnish him ‘with necessary partioulars. He pro- 
eceded to Madras with Sri T. R. Varadan, M. DL. A. 
on 21—6-54 and interviewed the Chief Minister along 
with Sri. L. Aravamudha Ayyangar and Sri T. R. 
Varadan, M.L. A., and presented an application to 
the Hon'ble Chief Minister requesting to relax the 
condition that the loan should be raised only from the 
residonts of the municipality and permit the council tu 
raise loan from outside the municipality also and even 
outside the State if need be and also to issue orders 
giving guarantee for the repayment of the loan and 
interest so as to obviate the difficulty in the loan not 
being treated os approved ‘security. The Hon'ble 
Chief Minister promised to do what was needed. 
Opportunity was taken to meet the Hon’ble Minister 
for Local Administration, the Hon’ble Minister for 
Finance and other officers in this connection, The 
Sanitary Engineer was also requested to take steps 
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{0 execute the schome so that tho innauguration of 
the scheme might bo arranged early. 


Tho Sanitary Engineer took necessary action 40 
start the scheme. Chit tender notico for laying main 
sewer No. 16 and branches was published in tho Hindu 
of 12-68-64 and another similar notice for laying main 
sewers No. 16 A and 16 Cand branches was publishod 
in the Madras Mail of 18-7-54. | 


Finding that no orders were passed on the appli. 
cation to Government dated 21—6—54 for giving 
tovernment guarantee for the repaymont of the Joan 
nd interest and for orders pormitting the municipality 
o raise loan from outside the municipality and even 
wutside the State, the Chairman romindod tho Hon‘blo 
Chief Minister and also wrote domi official letters to 
the Hon’ble Ministers for Tinance, Health and 
also Local Administration on 8-7~64. {To thon pro- 
‘eceded to Madras on 4—7—b4 and interviowod the 
Chief Minister and othor Ministers and urged on them 
to expedite’ orders. ' 


' 


Tt was Ioarnt in the meanwhile that thore was no 
administrative sanction for tho scheme for the entixe 
town and that there was such sanotion of Goyprnument 
only for the first stage (ée) scheme for block V. Ih 
was, therefore, feared leat there thould bo-a set baak in 

ntinuing the scheme for other blocks as soon as the 
reme for blook V is completed. The Chairman then 
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placed a detailed note before the council and sugges- 
ted the passing of resolutions requesting Govern- 
ment to expedite orders granting the concession 
prayed for in the letter of the Chairman dated 
21—G—64 to the Chief Minister regarding the raising 
of the loan, to extend the time for raising the loan by 
three months, to issue eaily orders for starting tho 
scheme, to accord administrative sanction for the 
drainage schemo for the entire town and to give 
necessary half grant thorefor and {0 recommend to 
the Central Government to help the council with a 
loan for its share of the cost of the entire scheme. 
The council passed necessary resolutions at its meet- 
ing held on 2-8-54 which were submitted to Govern- 
ment with a request to issue carly orders whioh are 
awaited, ; 


‘ ) 


The Municipal council had already authorised thé 
Chairman to fix the personnel for the opening function 
and sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1000/- for the expendi. 
ture on the inauguration. Pending the receipt of ordors 
of Government in respect of raising the loan it was 
considered necessary and proper to have the schome 
inaugurated carly as contracts for the work have been 
settled and as thé work can be’ proceeded’ with’ the 
temporary advaneo of three Inkhs of rupees sandtioned 
by the Government already. Sites where the pumping 
station could be constructed and tho schemo could be 
inaugurated were selocted by the Sanitary Engineer. 
Sri A. V. Narayanaswamii Pillai, owner of the’ plot in 
T. 8. No. 982 of Ward No.I and Janab Aftab Ahmed 
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Khan, the ownor of tho plot in 'T. 8 No, 229 and 229 
of tho same ward wiltingly and readily gavo thoir oon« 
sont to part with tho land and to placo thom at the 
disposal of tho Public Health Sanitary Mngincoring 
Department for tho above purpose and to them tho 
sincere thanks of the Council are duo. 


After consulting the Sanitary Engineer rogarding 
the inauguration of the schemo it was decided by the 
Chairman to invite the Hon’blo Sri K. Kamaraj, tho 
Chief Minister to the Government of Madras to por« 
form the inauguration coremony. Tle proaseded to 
Madras along with Sri T.R. Varadan, Mt. ay on 
3-9-64 and interviewed the Mon’blo Chief Minister 
along with Sri C. L. Aravamudha Ayyangar and por. 
suaded him to accept tho invitation and bless the 
scheme by inaugurating it with his auspicious hands, 
He agreed to have it on tho Gth October 1964, The 
Chairman also met the Chief Engineer, Sri U. Ananda 
Rao and the Sanitary Engineer, Sri 8. Rajagopalan 
and requested them to expedite the inauguration 
arrangements and also invited thom to partivipato in 
the function, 


It is a matier of immense relief and suprome 
satisfaction that the Government, on a recongidera» 
tion of their orders permitting the counoil to raise in 
the open market the loan of Rs. 9.85 lakhs for finan. 
ving its share of the oost of the sohome, have them 
selves, by their order No. 2666 Health datod 24-9-b4 
since offered to give the loan of Ra, 9,85 lakha from 
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tho state funds. This magnanimous gesture of the 
Stute Governmont has really saved much labour and 
timo that would involvo in raising a loan in the open 
market. Tho municipal council and the general public 
are bound to feol grateful to the Kamaraj Cabinet on 
this auspicious occasion. 


This day is a glorious day for this town. We 
have the happy presence of our popular Chief minister, 
Howble Sri K. Kamaiaj whose patriotic cateer is 
an asset to our Province. It is a matter for pride 
and congratulation in that the happy inauguration is 
done by our beloved Chief Mimstor. 


It has to be recalled in this connection as to how 
our popular Ministers, the Hon’ble Sri C. Subrantaniam 
and the Hon'ble Sri A. B. Shetty had helped the 
Chairman at the several stages in bringing about the 
scheme, 


The soxvices of Sri T. S. Venkataraman and Sri 
N. Padmanabhan, Chief Ingineers had also been 
valuxble indeed in connection with the Scheme. Té is 
also a matter for plessure that the present Chief 
Engineer Sri U. Ananda Rao and the Sanitary Engi- 
neer Sri 8. Rajagopalan aro presont on this memorable 
occasion, and their services need special mention. The 
abiding interest evinced by the Sanitery Engineer 
in the scheme has contributed towards the successful 
inauguration. 
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The council, partioutwly its Chairman will be 
failing in duty if a word of thanks is nob conveyed on 
this ocaasion to Sri ‘T. BR. Varadan, Mt. A. Sri Ty 
Sampath, B. A B. te, former Vico Chairman who took 
a keen mterest in the schome during his tenure of 
office and even afterwards and Sri 0. Aravamudha 
Ayyangar, 8. A.B. 1, silting counoillor and Leador of 
the Municipal Congress Party for thoix aorvicos in this 
connection. ’ 


The Municipal Council has also to congratulate 
itself on the inauguration of the drainago scheme 
during its tenuro. The sincere cooperation the Chairman 
had had from the Viee Chairman, tho individual coun: 
cillors and the counoil in general and also from the 
oxeculive in bringing about the inauguration of the 
scheme deserves praise. 


In conclusion, opportunity is taken to invoke 
the blessings of the Almighty for the prospority of 
this town and to appeal to the Government to pass 
early orders according administrative sanotion fur the 
schomo for tho entire town. It is hopod that tho 
excoution of the first stage (io) the’schome for Block V 
will be completod early and that tho schomos Jor thie 
othor blocks will be takon up in quick succession and 
the scheme for tho entire town will bo coempletod soon 
so that the public may have thé benefits of the full 
fledged schemo as carly as practicable. 


JAI HIND. 


etter 


THE KUMBAKONAM DRAINAGE SCHEME, 


Inauiguration of the Execution on 6—~10—84 
Speech by 
S:i U. ANANDA RAO, 
Ohtef Engineer, P. W. D. (General) Madras. 


It gives mo great pleasure to participate in 
today’s celebrations, It is a landmark in the history 
of any scheme when it crosses the stages of investig- 
ation and planning and enters the more tangible stage 
of execution. For then the fruits of all past labours 
are within reach, not only for the Department which 
ig engaged on tho planning and execution of such 
schemes, but also, and thore essentially, for the local 
body which has been céaselessly agitating for the 
achome over successive decades. Tho History of the 
Kumbakonam Drainage scheme is no exception to the 
Rule. It'has been on the anvil fot well nigh half a 
century. Tt was considered and shelved at periodical 
intervals. Lack of! finance, and more particularly, 
Inok of any planned effort at the Governthent level in 
the past to face and solve such Public Health 
problema, barred the progress of this scheme for 
docailés, Eventually, the scheme came to the fore- 
front with the advent of the National Government, 
and took its place in the first Five Year plan of the 
State Government, which was adumbrated two years 
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earlier than the National Five Voar plan. As 4 
rosult wo aro today launching on the exeontion of 
this long desired schomo undor the auspices of tho 
Chief Minister of our Stato. 


9. Our State comprises several districts with ; 
different Geo-physioal features. But the Dolta 
districts offer peculiar probloms in Publia Tealth, 
Cholera is endemic in the Delta aren. Provision of 
safe drinking water supply systems is necossary not 
because there is water scarcity but because the waters 
available are unsafo. Similuly sullago ‘stagnation, 
mosquite nuisance and filariasis are chroni¢ problems 
in this orea. Essential amenities like water supply 
and drainage to auch areas, assume spocial urgency 
and importance for obvious roasons. 


8, And yet it took decades to‘ronlige a much! 
needed protected Watery supply for this town; and 
ithas taken alonger time atill for the drainage scheme 
to take shape and enter the stage of excoution. ‘The 
policy and procedure followad in the past, na douht, 
accounted for this state of affairs, The Centro handed 
over the responsibility for Health Schemos toa the 
Provinces; and the Provinces in thoir turn relogated 
it to the shoulders. of tha local bodies who wore adniite 
tedly unequal to the task. But now, the common 
man ie displaying a greater awareness of the noed for 
water supply and sanitation schomes as on ossential 

‘mct to the healthy living of tho Community, and 
heir claim for ahigh priority in any programmo 
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of Nation Building. The time has come when the 
emphasis hitherto laid on the curative side of Publio 
Jloalth must be shifted to the preventive aspect. The 
combating of waterborno and filthborne diseasos 
is best done by removing the root causes, by provid- 
ing safe drinking water supplios and sanitation, instead 
of ohasing epidemics with medical equipments and 
emergency measures. It is futile and expensive to be 
chasing the shadow all the time. ! 


4. The forcoful realisation of this is already 
reflected in the assumption of increasing responsibility 
by the State, in these matters; and the intervention 
of the Centre to assist the States in the furtherance 
of their plans bearing on environmental hygiene. 


5. The Sanitary Engineer will shortly recount 
to you the details of the drainage scheme for this 
town. Iwiskh to touch upon certam major issies 
relevant to the provision of water supply and drainage 
sohomes for the several Municipal Stations and 
Panchayat towns in the State, bearing in mind the 
significant fact that we have so far touchod only 4 
fringe of this groat problom. 


6, A protected water supply scheme can always 
be placed on a solf-remunerative footing in that the 
local body can collect both water tax and water 
revenue as ® recurring incomé from the scheme. 
Consumers will seldom grudge to pay for the water 
used by them; water charges could be realised, just as 
electrical energy charges and are collected from the 
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consumers under an Wlootricity soheme rua as o 
commercial remunerative enterprise. But in tho caso 
of a drainago scheme just as the ono wo aro Iaunching 
upon today, a direct revenuo of w sizeable proportion 
is not always possible. No doubt, wo muy havea 
sewage form as a rovenue carning component of tho 
drainage schpme. But the Cnpital and Maintenanco 
charges on the schome muy nob alwaya bo mot 
adequately by the drainage tax and the Sewage farm 
revenue realisable from the scheme. ‘The roal return 
from a sewerago schome is by way of indireut but 
longstanding benefits to thé Community. A sewornge | 
system does atvay with the need for omploying human 
agency on night soil conse vancy, ‘transport and 
disposal; a section of our brethton need nob bo 
detailed on ‘ Scavanging” work, The Sowerago 
scheme will put an end to tho largo soalo sogurring 
expenditure on cosspools, Sullage oprts, and vans, 
sullage collection and Transport, mosquito control 
measuies and the like; quito a sizeable part of the 
municipal revenue is going down the drain on those: 
wwems of work year after your, without bringing iu any 
adequate measuro of relief. <A soworage scheme 
again, removes tho root causo of Mlariasis, endemic in 
the area hithorto; it reduces the incidendo of morbidity 
among tho population. It saves in the Dovtor's dill 
to the Municipal gitizan; and it savox in the Modiaal 
bill to the state in providing for Medical Sorvices and 
Medical facilities to the people. J sis nocdless to 
expatiate on the manifold and all round banofita 
which an underground drainage achome will vonfer ox 
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the looal citizos. It is.as well to’ remember. all thoxe 
cumulative benofits resulting from the scheme whon 
wo oonsidor the financial aspects of installing such o 
schome. | : : 


. %. Today our Ohief Minister is going to lay tho 
foundation for the well being. of the Kumbakonam:. 
Munioipal Citizens. By removing filth and dirt. from 
town and ensuring cleaner habitations and healthy 
living for the community, the local body and the State 
would have placed the Public Health of the town on 
secure and safe footing. Generations of Kumbakonam 
citizens would hail this day as a day of deliverance 
from the evils of insanitation. On behalf of the 
Department, I now invite the Hon’ble Chief Minister 
to address himself to this noble task.. 





THE KUMBAKONAM DRAINAGE SCHEME, 


Inauguration of the Execution on 6—~l0-—54 
Speech by 
Sri S. RAJAGOPALAN, 2.m,, m.1.0, 


Sanitary Lingineer, Madras. 





I offer my folicitations to the Municipal Council 
on this happy occasion when thoir ambition to instal 
the drainage schome for this town is boing roalised, 
It is a matter of gratification to me that the schome 
for which the design and details were worked out by 
my Departmont is to day taking concroto shapo on 
the fiold. The chief Engincer, P. W. ‘D. has just drawn 
attention to the importance of such schomes in any 
programme of Nation Building. I shall now givoa 
short history of this Drainage Scheme and explain its 
technical features. 


2. The proposal for a comprehensive Drainago 
Scheme for Kumbakonam was first sanotioned by tho 
Government as carly as in 1911.  Subsoquently and 
ag a preliminary to exeouting such a schome, Sanitary 
Lanes were being opened out in tho town botween the 
years 1918 and 1982. Tho provision of the Sanitary 
Lanes, however, only aggravated the situation and 
emphasized the need for Drainage Scheme moro than 
ever. Thereupon, a scheme for open Drainage waa 
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investigated by the Sanitary Enginoor in 1982.88; 
but action thoroon was doferred by the Government. 
In 1989 again, the Municipal Council accepted tho 
suggostion of the Chief Engineer to adopt an under- 
gxound sewerage Scheme for the town; whereupon, 
the Government ordered the preparation of plans and 
estimates thorefor. Ironically onough, the Drainage 
Scheme for this municipality got a low rank in the 
priozity lis which was drawn up at the time and 
thorefore roceded again to the background. It was 
not until 1947 that the scheme succeeded in getting a 
higher priority, because of its admitted necessity and 
urgenoy. Tho scheme was also included in the first 
year of the Five Year Plan announced by the Govern- 
ment in July 1949. 


8, Although famous asa centre of culture and 
learning, Kumbakonam town has earned notoriety for 
its insanitation. Filariasis is endemic in the town. 
People even referred to a competition between 
Kumbakonam and Srirangam in regard to the severity 
of the nuisance from mosquitoes, both in rogard to 
sizo and numbers. Quite a major portion of the 
municipal revenues is being exponded yoar after year 
in altompts to combat the ill-effects of the town’s bad 
sanitation. Conservancy and other public health 
control measures claim an unduly large slice of the 
municipal revenues. An underground Drainage 
Sohome for the town has been long overdue. 


4. Tho sewerage scheme is designed for an ulti- 
mate population of 1.00 lakh, and on the basis of a 
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per capita water supply of 26 gallons por day. The 
scheme for the town area lying between tho Cauvory 
and the Arasalar, comprises 6 Drainage Blocks, based 
on the natural configuration and ground levols in the 
town. Tho sixth Block will deal with the aroa north 
of the river Cauvery. The design of, tho schome posed 
interesting problems, ono of which was tho issuo in 
regard to the optimum number of Drainage Blocks 
For a waterlogged area in the delta districts, dooper 
sowers would add to the cost and diffioultios in 
execution; while a multiplicity of Drainage Blocks 
vould mean so many Pumping Stations to run and 
aaintain. Tho dosign of the schome has attompted 
o strike a fair mean betweon the two extremes. 


5. Plans and estimates have beon got up by tho 
Department in outline shape for the ontire town and 
in a detailed manner for Blook V of the scheme. Such 
a procedure has been adopted in order to hasten the 
administrative and technical sanctions to the schome 
so that the exeontion could be taken up with the 
least possible delay. The approximate cost of tho 
Drainage Schome Lor tho entiro town would bo about 
Rs. 74,00 lakhs, whilo the ostimated cost of tho 
scheme for Block V which figures for execution now 
is Re, 18-70 lakhs. 


6. The selection of Block V for oxeoution in the 
vat instance would onablo the Muniotpality to realiso 
10 benefits of the schome evon to start with. Block 
o. V comprises congested and low level areas in the 
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northoast of tho town and contains the main Pump- 
ing Station for the entire Drainage Scheme. With the 
excoution of this Blook we shall be able to deal with 
the invoming sewage not only from Block V, but also 
from the athor Blocks, as and when they are comple- 
ted, so that the scheme would be in progressive 
operation. Block No. VI to the north of the Cauvery, 
could perhaps be executed at the last stage of the 
scheme, 


7. Block No. V contains as many as 9 Main 
Sewors collecting the sewage from different points 
through Branch Sewers and gravitating the entire 
quantity to the Main Pumping Station at the site on 
which we are assembled to day. The Sewer sizes vary 
from 6" upto 18" diameter. The sewage from Blocks 
1 & 2 will also bo lifted and dropped into the main 
sewers of Rlock V, while the sewage from Blocks 3 & 4 
will bo pumped straight to the main Pumping Station. 


8. Tho disposal of the sewago in this schome is 
yather a problem. Normally, wo should take to 
sewage farming as a satisfactory and self-sufficient 
method, But all available Jands in this region 
function as rich paddy fields, irrigated under the 
Gauvery system. Sowage farming in this area can 
offer no advantage either by way of using land other- 
wigo unused, of a8 a more remunerative crop than 
paddy, or by way of meeting any fodder soarcity. 
Nor will it be suitable or economical to propare the 
lands for sewage farming in such alluvial olay soils 
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with a high water table. The problem therefore 
resolves itself into a question of beneficial conversion 
and utilisation of the manurial valuo of tho town 
sewage without any extensive paddy lands acquired 
for farming. The pretreatment of the sewage by 
screening, grit removal, settling and sludgo digostion 
is indicated in this case with the clarified effiuont 
discharged into the existing drainage course, which 
may be utilised for irrigation to tho extent possible. 


9. Administrative and Technical sanotion has 
been accorded so far to Block V of the soheme only. 
It is desirable that the remaining Blocks are also got 
sanctioned in quick succession, #0 that the entire 
Drainage Scheme for the town could be executed 
under a specific programme extending over a tow 
years. 








ee tee niet etd 3 i 


Sri Sarangapani Temple. 


ei Tong, 


/ \\ 
i «( COLCUrLA ) a} 
\ . Me 


‘\ UIBR Ard 


List of Streets that come under the 
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Drainage Scheme for Block Y. 


hoe 


Sakaji Naicken Street, 

Dabir East Street. 

Rangarayar Agraharam. 

Dabir North Streat, 

Nehru Vegetable Market. 

Dabir West Street. 

Govindappa Agraharam. 

West Ayyan Street, 

Bakthapuri Agraharam, 

Taluk Cutchery Road. 

Telephone Office Road, 

Balu Chatty Street. 

Thukkampalaya Street, 

Karnakollai South Street, 
Karnakollai North Street, 
Karnakollat East Street, 

Karnakollai West Street, 
Karnakollai Double Streat, 
Chakrapant West Sannidhi, 
Chakrapani East Sannidht. 
Chakrapani South upto Uppukkadal Lane. 
Chakrapani South Vedambokt Street. 
East Ayyan Street. 

Chakrapani North upto Panchakshara Street. 


52, 


53. 


54, 
55, 
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Chakrapani Thirumanjana Street. 
Dabir New Street. 

Kumarappa Natoken Street. 
Panchakshara Agraharam, 
Kamakshi Joster Street 
Kalyanaraman Street, 

Reddi Rao Agraharam. 

Big Bazaar Street. 

Appukkutti Lane, 

Nageswaran Thirumanjana Street. 
Pachayappa Mudali Street, 
Dabir Middle Street, 
Venkatarayar Aqraharam, 
Pilliar Coil Street. 

Thattan Padugai Street, 

Kosavan Salaikkarai Street, 
Kosavan Street. 
Lakshminarayanapura Agraharam, 
Banadurai West Street, 
Banadurat South Street 
Banadurai Sannidhi, 

Banadurai North Street, 
Banadurai Haat Street, 

Nattu Vaithyar Lane. 

Pathukattu Street, 

Big Streat. 

Banadurai Thirumanjana Street, 
Sarangapani North Madavilagam, 
Sarangapani Kast Vadamboki Street. 
Jeevappa Naicken Street. 
Moongilkollai Lane. 


83. 
84. 
85. 
86. 
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Sarangapani East Sannid 


hi, 


Sarangapan! West Sannidhi. 
Nageswaran North Street. 


Someswaran Sannidhi. 


Karnakollai Agraharam North, 
Nageswaran East Vadamboki. 


Nageawaran Sannidhi. 
Nageswaran East Street. 
Kaliamman Koil Street 


Uppukkara Street (East & West). 
Lakshmi Vilas Agraharam. 


Sarangapani Rast Street. 


Gandhi Park West Street 


Dr, Beasant Road. 


Karnakollat Agraharam South Street. 


Vistoria Kudiyana Street 
Nageswaran South, 

Isai Vellalar Lane. 
Beemanaiken Street, 
Matilal Street. 

Church Road. 


Krishnappa Naicken North Street, 
Kasi Viswanathan North Street. 


Ullikan Street. 

Post Office Road, 
Pakkala Naicken Streat, 
Kajiar Street. 

Elukadai Street. 

Ayee Kulam Road. 
Pidari Kulam Road. 
Thirunageswaram Road. 
— 
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